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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in accordance with the duty of 
disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.97-1.98. One copy of each 
document cited on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 is submitted herewith. The Examiner is 
requested to initial the enclosed Form PTO-1449 and return a copy thereof to the undersigned. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicant reserves 
the right to dispute any of the listed documents as prior art during examination. Further, 
Applicant does not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or 
otherwise remove any listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present 
application. Additionally, the references listed and identified on the attached PTO-1449 based 
form were cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 



Serial No.: 09/974,779 
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application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is being filed under 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(b)(3) 
as each item of information in this disclosure is being filed prior to the issuance of the first 
Office Action on the merits, and therefore no fee or statement is required. If Applicant has 
overlooked any fees, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge or credit Deposit Account 
No. 19-2814 for any deficiency in the fees required, for which purpose a duplicate copy of this 
sheet is enclosed. 



Enclosures : PTO- 1 449 / Copies of References 

Snell & Wilmer L.L.P. 

One Arizona Center 
400 East Van Buren 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2202 
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